Innovative Approach or Practice that Merits Sharing with Others
Reflection activities are generally regarded as an essential part of service-learning. Reflection activities can take many forms, the most traditional of which is to write thoughts about an experience, sometimes in response to prompts. For a visual merchandising class, it can be difficult to understand reflections referencing a visual display that does not accompany the written reflection. VoiceThread is a tool that allows students to share and discuss documents, presentations, images, audio files, and videos. Students in my visual merchandising class completed a window display, uploaded an image of the completed display, and recorded reflections (responses to a list of provided prompts) while simultaneously using a pen tool to draw on the image as they discussed it. This technological affordance opens up a new realm of reflection activities for visual fields.
Purpose for Identified Audience
The purpose of this presentation is to introduce VoiceThread and pedagogical application for various apparel classrooms. The presentation will cover how this tool was used in a visual merchandising classroom, the benefits of using this tool for student reflection, challenges in using this technology, examples of student projects, instructor reflections on best practices, and a discussion on how the assignment has been improved over time.
Implementation of Practice Clearly Delineated
The National Survey on Student Engagement shows that the deepest learning tends to happen outside of the classroom through "high impact practices" with "opportunities such as learning communities, service-learning, research with a faculty member, study abroad, internships, and culminating senior experiences" (National Survey of Student Engagement, 2012).
This service-learning assignment was designed to resemble these high-impact practices. In groups of two to four, students are asked to design and implement a visual display for a local business or non-profit agency. This occurs on four separate occasions during a semester. They are to apply curriculum, such as design principles and elements including line, color, shape, texture, balance, etc.
The instructions for the assignment are as follows:
Upload a full image of your visual display and answer the following questions thoroughly using VoiceThread. Feel free to use all of the features available on VoiceThread, including the option to videotape your response, draw on the photo, etc. Course-Focused Questions:
